


ICONIUM, LYSTRA,  
AND DERBE

— Acts 14 —



But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has  
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

— Acts 1:8





Now at Iconium they entered together into the  
Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great  

number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 

— vs 1



But the unbelieving Jews sFrred up the GenFles and  
poisoned their minds against the brothers.  

— vs 2



So they remained for a long Fme, speaking boldly for  
the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace,  

granFng signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

— vs 3



But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and 
some with the apostles. When an aLempt was made by both GenFles 
and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, they 

learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, ciFes of Lycaonia, and to the 
surrounding country, and there they conFnued to preach the gospel. 

— vv 4-7



Now at Lystra there was a man siRng who could not use his feet.  
He was crippled from birth and had never walked. He listened  

to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that  
he had faith to be made well, said in a loud voice, “Stand upright  

on your feet.” And he sprang up and began walking.  

— vv 8-10



Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,  
      and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,  
      and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

                                                                              — Isaiah 35:5-6



And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they li[ed up their 
voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the 

likeness of men!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, 
because he was the chief speaker. And the priest of Zeus, whose 

temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to 
the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds.  

— vv 11-13



But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their 
garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, “Men, why are 
you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you… 

— vv 14-15



…and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain 
things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the 

sea and all that is in them. In past generaFons he allowed all the 
naFons to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave himself 

without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven 
and fruieul seasons, saFsfying your hearts with food and gladness.”  

— vv 15-17



The heavens declare the  
glory of God, and the sky above 

proclaims his handiwork. 

— Psalm 19:1



The heavens declare the  
glory of God, and the sky above 

proclaims his handiwork. 

— Psalm 19:1

“Holy, holy, holy is the  
LORD of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of his glory!” 

— Isaiah 6:3



"As God created the universe, he poured his glory into every atom  
and complex system, whether in the cosmos or in the ecosphere.  

The crea?on is not wai?ng to display the glory of God; it already does.” 

— Andrew M. Davis, The Gospel CoaliFon



For his invisible aLributes, namely, his eternal power and  
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creaFon  

of the world, in the things that have been made. 

— Romans 1:20



“The sun is an astonishing crea?on—a raging inferno of power that in  
some ways displays God’s transcendence to an arrogant human race. There 

is nothing humanity can do to the sun, good or bad. We cannot make it 
brighter or dimmer, larger or smaller, nearer or farther, hoJer or cooler. If 

we decided as a human race that we wanted to destroy the sun, there 
would be nothing we could do to it. If we amassed all our thermonuclear 

weapons and sent them as intergalac?c rockets to explode on the surface 
of the sun, they would never make it but would be incinerated millions of 

miles away from their des?na?on. NASA is presently planning a solar 
probe mission that will be able to get only within 3.5 million miles of the 
surface. The sun burns on day aPer day without any visible diminu?on of 
its power, so bright we cannot look at it steadily without being blinded.



The sun glorifies God by its astonishing power and  
brightness, and yet the sun was designed with human beings 

 in mind, shining in the sky to give light on the earth.” 

— Andrew M. Davis, The Gospel CoaliFon



“Who can fail to no?ce the majes?c variety of the vegeta?on on the 
earth? God spoke forth mighty redwoods, frail ferns, fragrant orchids, 

and spectacular wildflowers. God wove every living and growing 
thing with which he beau?fied the dry land into a complex biological 
system of plant life that would take nutrients from the soil, carbon 
dioxide from the air, and energy from the sun to live and grow and 
provide food for the animals and humans that would come later.” 

— Andrew M. Davis, The Gospel CoaliFon



…and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain 
things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the 

sea and all that is in them. In past generaFons he allowed all the 
naFons to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave himself 

without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven 
and fruieul seasons, saFsfying your hearts with food and gladness.”  

— vv 15-17



…and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain 
things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the 

sea and all that is in them. In past generaFons he allowed all the 
naFons to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave himself 

without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven 
and fruieul seasons, saFsfying your hearts with food and gladness.”  

— vv 15-17



a hunger for love and community 
a search for freedom 
a quest for meaning 

a longing for significance 
a thirst for sa?sfac?on and joy 

a love for crea?vity and innova?on 
an aJrac?on to beauty in crea?on



“This Jesus is the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone. And there is 
salvaFon in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved.” 

— Acts 4:11-12



“This Jesus is the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone. And there is 
salvaFon in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved.” 

— Acts 4:11-12
“I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.” 

— John 14:6



“Wherever we begin, we shall end with Jesus Christ, who is himself 
the good news, and who alone can fulfill all human aspira?ons.” 

— John StoJ



FUNCTIONAL MORALISM



FUNCTIONAL MORALISM

FUNCTIONAL DEISM



FUNCTIONAL MORALISM

FUNCTIONAL DEISM

FUNCTIONAL ATHEISM



FUNCTIONAL MORALISM

FUNCTIONAL DEISM

FUNCTIONAL ATHEISM

FUNCTIONAL POLYTHEISM



Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people  
from offering sacrifice to them. 

— vs 18



But Jews came from AnFoch and Iconium, and having persuaded the 
crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he 

was dead. But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and  
entered the city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 

— vv 19-20



Three Fmes I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. 

— 2 Corinthians 11:25



You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, 
my faith, my paFence, my love, my steadfastness, my persecuFons and 
sufferings that happened to me at AnFoch, at Iconium, and at Lystra — 
which persecuFons I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 

— 2 Timothy 3:10-11



We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 
to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.  

— 2 Corinthians 4:8-9



When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to AnFoch, 

strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 
conFnue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulaFons we 

must enter the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, with prayer and fasFng they commiLed 

them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

— vv 21-23





For her my tears shall fall 
For her my prayers ascend, 
To her my cares and toils be given 
Till toils and cares shall end. 

— Timothy Dwight



The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we  
are children of God, and if children, then heirs — heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 

him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

— Romans 8:16-17



Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. And when 
they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to ALalia, and 

from there they sailed to AnFoch, where they had been commended 
to the grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. And when 

they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all that 
God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to 

the GenFles. And they remained no liLle Fme with the disciples. 

— vv 24-28



“The grace had come from him;  
the glory must go to him.” 

— John StoJ




