


THE LOVE EPHESUS  
HAD AT FIRST

— Acts 18:23-19:20 —



A"er spending some .me there, he departed and  
went from one place to the next through the region of Gala.a 

and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 

— vs  23





Now a Jew named Apollos, a na.ve of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. 
He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He had been 

instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke 
and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew 

only the bap.sm of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, 
but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and 
explained to him the way of God more accurately. And when he 

wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to 
the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped 

those who through grace had believed, for he powerfully refuted the 
Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. 

— vv 24-28



And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed  
through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some 

disciples. And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there  

is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you bap.zed?”  
They said, “Into John's bap.sm.” And Paul said, “John bap.zed with  

the bap.sm of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who 
was to come a"er him, that is, Jesus.” On hearing this, they were 

bap.zed in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking 

in tongues and prophesying. There were about twelve men in all. 

— vv 1-7



Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to  
stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authori.es, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  

— Ephesians 6:11-12



And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, 
reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. But when 

some became stubborn and con.nued in unbelief, speaking evil of  
the Way before the congrega.on, he withdrew from them and took  
the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. This 
con.nued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the  
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. And God was doing extra-

ordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or 
aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and 

their diseases le" them and the evil spirits came out of them.  

— vv 8-12



Then some of the i.nerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke 
the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, 

saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” Seven 
sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this.  

— vv 13-14



But the evil spirit answered them,  
“Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?”  

— vs 15



And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped  
on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that 

they fled out of that house naked and wounded.  

— vs 16



And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews 
and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord 

Jesus was extolled. Also many of those who were now believers 
came, confessing and divulging their prac.ces. And a number of 

those who had prac.ced magic arts brought their books together 
and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of 
them and found it came to fi"y thousand pieces of silver. So the 

word of the Lord con.nued to increase and prevail migh.ly. 

— vv 17-20



“‘I know your works, your toil and your pa.ent endurance, and 
how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested 

those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found 
them to be false. I know you are enduring pa.ently and bearing 

up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. 

— Revela.on 2:2-3



But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love 
you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works that you did at first. If not, I will come to 
you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 

— Revela.on 2:4-5



FIRST LOVE



magnifying the name of Jesus with wakened affecHons
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confessing sin and unbelief
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