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SEEK FIRST THE
KINGDOM OF GOD

— MATTHEW 6:19-34 —
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“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

— vv 19-21
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“We must ask ourselves how important contemporary transient
values will appear to us in fifty billion trillion millennia. It is a poor
bargain which exchanges the eternal for the temporal, regardless of
how much tinsel is used to make the temporal more attractive.”

— D.A. Carson
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As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty,
nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God,
who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do

good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,

thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for
the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.

— 1 Timothy 6:17-19
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“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole
body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

— vv 22-23
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“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the
outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and
self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup

and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs,
which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s
bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous
to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

— Matthew 23:25-28
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“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

— Vs 24
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“Whatever thy heart clings to and relies upon,
that is properly thy God.”

— Martin Luther
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“No servant can
serve two masters,
for either he will
hate the one and
love the other, or
he will be devoted
to the one and
despise the other.
You cannot serve
God and money.”

— Luke 16:13
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The Pharisees,
who were
lovers of money,
heard all
these things,
and they
ridiculed him.

— Luke 16:14
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“No servant can
serve two masters,
for either he will
hate the one and
love the other, or
he will be devoted
to the one and
despise the other.
You cannot serve
God and money.”

— Luke 16:13

The Pharisees,
who were
lovers of money,
heard all
these things,
and they
ridiculed him.

— Luke 16:14

And he said to
them, “You are
those who justify
yourselves before
men, but God
knows your heatrts.
For what is exalted
among men is
an abomination in
the sight of God.”

— Luke 16:15
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“Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single
hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies
of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of
the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

— vv 25-34
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Life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. (vs 25)
You are more valuable than the birds of the air. (vs 26)
Anxiousness is impotent to change your circumstances. (vs 27)
You will outlast the flowers and grass of the field. (vv 28-30)

Your heavenly Father knows what you need. (vs 32)

God will give you everything you need
to seek His kingdom and His righteousness. (vs 33)

Tomorrow’s worries are for tomorrow’s mercies. (vs 34)
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The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,;
his mercies never come to an end;

they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“‘therefore | will hope in him.”

— Lamentations 3:22-24
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