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TWO ROADS DIVERGED

— MATTHEW 7:13-27 —
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“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy
that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.

— vv 13-14
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Jesus said to him, “| am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

— John 14:6
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This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has
become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.

— Acts 4:11-12
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“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly
are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit,
but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can
a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.

— vv 15-20
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| know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing
the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted
things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering
that for three years | did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears.

— Acts 20-29-31
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“The fruit the Lord Jesus looks for is a life in growing conformity to the
norms of the kingdom: righteousness, transparent humility, purity, trusting
and persistent prayerfulness, obedience to Jesus’ words, truthfulness, love,
generosity, rejection of all that is hypocritical. It may take time for the test
to prove very helpful; but where doctrinal aberration cannot be detected
Immediately and unequivocally, the ‘fruit test’ is eventually a safe guide.”

— D.A. Carson
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“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many
will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will |
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

— vv 21-23
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“It

IS true that men are saved by God’s grace through faith in Christ; but it is equally
true that God’s grace in a man’s life inevitably results in obedience. Any other

view of grace cheapens grace, and turns it into something unrecognizable. Cheap
grace preaches forgiveness without repentance, church membership without rigorous
church discipline, discipleship without obedience, blessing without persecution,

C

joy without righteousness, results without obedience. In the entire history of the

nurch, has there ever been another generation with so many nominal Christians

and

so few real ones? And where nominal Christianity is compounded by spectacular
profession, it is especially likely to manufacture its own false assurance.”

— D.A. Carson
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“If | ever reach Heaven | expect to find three wonders there: first, to meet
some | had not thought to see there; second, to miss some | had thought
to meet there; and third, the greatest wonder of all, to find myself there.”

— John Newton
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And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep
his commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but does not
keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth i1s not in him, but
whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected.
By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he abides
in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.

— 1 John 2:3-6
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“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall,
because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

— vv 24-27
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