


T H E  S E R M O N  
O N  T H E  M O V E

— MATTHEW 7:28-8:3 —



And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 
for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

— vv 28-29



When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 

— vs 1



And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, 
“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”

— vs 2



The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “When a person has on the 
skin of his body a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a case 

of leprous disease on the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron 
the priest or to one of his sons the priests, and the priest shall examine the 
diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the diseased area 

has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his 
body, it is a case of leprous disease. When the priest has examined him, 
he shall pronounce him unclean. But if the spot is white in the skin of his 

body and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned 
white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days. 



And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes 
the disease is checked and the disease has not spread in the skin, then 
the priest shall shut him up for another seven days. And the priest shall 

examine him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has 
faded and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall 

pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption. And he shall wash his clothes 
and be clean. But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown 
himself to the priest for his cleansing, he shall appear again before the 

priest. And the priest shall look, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.



“When a man is afflicted with a leprous disease, he shall be brought to the 
priest, and the priest shall look. And if there is a white swelling in the skin 
that has turned the hair white, and there is raw flesh in the swelling, it is a 

chronic leprous disease in the skin of his body, and the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean. He shall not shut him up, for he is unclean. And if 

the leprous disease breaks out in the skin, so that the leprous disease 
covers all the skin of the diseased person from head to foot, so far as the 
priest can see, then the priest shall look, and if the leprous disease has 

covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; it has all 
turned white, and he is clean. But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall 
be unclean. And the priest shall examine the raw flesh and pronounce him 

unclean. Raw flesh is unclean, for it is a leprous disease. But if the raw 
flesh recovers and turns white again, then he shall come to the priest, and 
the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the 

priest shall pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean.



“If there is in the skin of one's body a boil and it heals, and in the place of 
the boil there comes a white swelling or a reddish-white spot, then it shall 
be shown to the priest. And the priest shall look, and if it appears deeper 

than the skin and its hair has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean. It is a case of leprous disease that has broken out in the 

boil. But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in it and it is not 
deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall shut him up seven 

days. And if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean; it is a disease. But if the spot remains in one place and does not 
spread, it is the scar of the boil, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.



“Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn 
becomes a spot, reddish-white or white, the priest shall examine it, and if the 

hair in the spot has turned white and it appears deeper than the skin, then it is 
a leprous disease. It has broken out in the burn, and the priest shall pronounce 

him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. But if the priest examines it and 
there is no white hair in the spot and it is no deeper than the skin, but has 

faded, the priest shall shut him up seven days, and the priest shall examine him 
the seventh day. If it is spreading in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce 

him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. But if the spot remains in one place 
and does not spread in the skin, but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, 

and the priest shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar of the burn.



“When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the beard, the priest shall 
examine the disease. And if it appears deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is 

yellow and thin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch, a 
leprous disease of the head or the beard. And if the priest examines the itching 
disease and it appears no deeper than the skin and there is no black hair in it, 

then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven 
days, and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease. If the itch has 
not spread, and there is in it no yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper 
than the skin, then he shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the 

priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for another seven days. 



And on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has not 
spread in the skin and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest 

shall pronounce him clean. And he shall wash his clothes and be clean. But if the 
itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing, then the priest shall examine him, and 
if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest need not seek for the yellow hair; he 

is unclean. But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged and black hair has grown in it, 
the itch is healed and he is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.



“When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots, the 
priest shall look, and if the spots on the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is 
leukoderma that has broken out in the skin; he is clean. “If a man's hair falls out 

from his head, he is bald; he is clean. And if a man's hair falls out from his forehead, 
he has baldness of the forehead; he is clean. But if there is on the bald head 

or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased area, it is a leprous disease breaking 
out on his bald head or his bald forehead. Then the priest shall examine him, and 
if the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on his bald forehead, 

like the appearance of leprous disease in the skin of the body, he is a leprous man, 
he is unclean. The priest must pronounce him unclean; his disease is on his head.

— Leviticus 13:1-44



“The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the 
hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, 

‘Unclean, unclean.’ He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. 
He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.

— Leviticus 13:45-46



“Christ meeting the leper as he descended the mount was no chance encounter! 
It was divinely choreographed. We see in Matthew 8 not the Sermon on 

the Mount but the Sermon on the Move as Jesus authenticates and illustrates 
his message. And from the perspective of the leper (and ours as well), we 

see what is involved in obtaining and experiencing the healing touch of Christ. 
These few verses tell us how to obtain and experience that touch.”

— Kent Hughes



And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, 
“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”

— vs 2



And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” 
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

— vs 3



“There do meet in Jesus Christ infinite highness and infinite condescension. 
There meet in Jesus Christ infinite justice and infinite grace. In the person of Christ 

do meet together infinite glory and lowest humility. In the person of Christ do 
meet together infinite majesty and transcendent meekness. There meet in the person 

of Christ the deepest reverence towards God and equality with God. There 
are conjoined in the person of Christ infinite worthiness of good and the greatest 

patience under sufferings of evil. In the person of Christ are conjoined an exceeding 
spirit of obedience with supreme dominion over heaven and earth. In the person 
of Christ are conjoined absolute sovereignty and perfect resignation. In Christ do 

meet together self-sufficiency and an entire trust and reliance on God.”

— Jonathan Edwards



“The leprous person who 
has the disease shall wear 

torn clothes and let the 
hair of his head hang loose, 
and he shall cover his upper 

lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, 
unclean.’ He shall remain 

unclean as long as he 
has the disease. He is 

unclean. He shall live alone. 
His dwelling shall be 

OUTSIDE THE CAMP.”

— Leviticus 13:45-46



“The leprous person who 
has the disease shall wear 

torn clothes and let the 
hair of his head hang loose, 
and he shall cover his upper 

lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, 
unclean.’ He shall remain 

unclean as long as he 
has the disease. He is 

unclean. He shall live alone. 
His dwelling shall be 

OUTSIDE THE CAMP.”

— Leviticus 13:45-46

So Jesus also suffered 
OUTSIDE THE GATE in 

order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood.

— Hebrews 13:12




